
Sharing your story  
out loud  



Let’s guess today’s topic 

© Bruno Mars, The Lazy Song 





Let’s guess today’s topic 



We asked  students all over the world! 



Lewis and Clark 
November 11, 1803
[Lewis]

11th November - Arrived as Massac 
engaged George Drewyer in the public 
service as an Indian Interpretter, 
contracted to pay him 25 dollards pr. 
month for his services.—    Mr Swan 
Assistant Millitary agent at that 
place advanced him thirty dollars on 
account of his pay.

 

 

© University of  Nebraska-Lincoln  
© Yale University Library 



Robinson Crusoe 

“Oct. 26 - I walked about the shore almost all day, to find out a place to fix 
my habitation, greatly concerned to secure myself  from any attack in the 
night, either from wild beasts or men.   
From the 26th to the 30th I worked very hard in carrying all my goods to my 
new habitation, though some part of  the time it rained exceedingly hard.” 

… 
“I now began to consider seriously my condition, and the circumstances I 
was reduced to; and I drew up the state of  my affairs in writing, not so much 
to leave them to any that were to come after me […] as to deliver my 
thoughts from daily poring over them, and afflicting my mind.” 

©	Daniel	Defoe,	The	Life	and	strange	surprising	
adventures	of	Robinson	Crusoe	of	York	Mariner,	1719,	W. 
Taylor at the Ship and Black-Swan in Paternaster Row, 
London 

… 



Queen Victoria’s diary  
Coronation: Thursday, 28 June 1838 
I was awoke at four o'clock by the guns in the Park, and 
could not get much sleep afterwards on account of the noise of 
the people, bands, etc. Got up at 7 feeling strong and well; 
the Park presented a curious spectacle; crowds of people up to 
Constitution Hill, soldiers, bands, etc  
 

© The British Monarchy web site [http://www.royal.gov.uk] 



Freedom writers 



Let’s ask a writer! 
Author of  

Unmarriageable 
Soniah 

 
Kamal 





Let’s recap 

Ø A letter to ourselves: “Dear myself ”  

Ø A record 

Ø A mirror of  our inner feelings 

Ø A way to cope with hard times 



Your 
tools 

Focus on grammar 



Focus on grammar: reported speech  

Direct speech 

“Dad, you need to leave me alone, I’m not a kid 
anymore!” I said  

Indirect speech 

I told my dad (that) he needed to leave 
me alone, that I was not a kid anymore! 



Example of  reported speech 

Lynda: “I’m so happy we get to feature a real author 
on our show”  

Erwan: Lynda said (that) she was so happy, 
we got to feature a real author on our show. 



From a 
written diary 

to a video 
diary 



From a ‘classic’ diary entry... 
             2nd May 2020 

Dear Diary, 
  
I was so bored today. I know that this 
quarantine is for our own good and that I need 
to be patient, but right now, I find it 
particularly annoying! Same routine every 
single day: a bit of sports, lots of homework and 
then I watch series on Netflix . 
I can’t wait to see my friends! I miss them L. 
  
Luckily, my little sisters make me laugh. Tonight, 
Mum wants us to learn to cook. That should be 
fun!  
 
See ya! Mwah   

Address the 
person you 
are writing to 

Write in 
first 
person 

Date 

Sign off  

Informal / casual style 

Use emojis / 
doodles to 
convey feelings 

Future 
hopes / 
expectations 

Topic first  



...to a bullet 
journal... 

© Chris 



...to a video 
lockdown 

diary 



Recap 

A diary is personal  

Real or fictional but always linked to 
reality 

Different forms: bullet journal…. 

A record of  a period/hard times 

A chronicle for oneself, historians, 
sociologists 



After-class challenge 

Write a diary entry Film your lockdown diary 



Thank you very much 

Keep your 
distance  

Speak 
English! 


